Assessment of learning abilities using complex experimental learning tasks.
Efforts are underway to develop a computerized methodology for the reliable, valid measurement of learning abilities. Central to these research efforts are the development of Complex Experimental Learning Tasks (CELTs) that provide real-time samples of learning. Objectives of current studies are the determination of relationships between performance on CELTs and performance on traditional cognitive abilities tests and the exploration of predictive value of measures of learning ability for academic performance. After construct and predictive validity are established, this methodology may be applicable to a wide range of assessment situations, including testing for the effects of environmental toxicants on learning abilities.